Introduction
In general the species of Amblyops inhabit deep-sea habitats usually from hundreds to thousands of meters deep, so they are collected rarely and in small numbers, one to a few individuals. In addition they are usually heavily damaged in the course of collection. e specimens examined in this study are no exception.
e present study deals with the taxonomy of the species of the genus Amblyops G. O. Sars, 1872 based on specimens collected from waters neighboring East Asia and Australia, particularly waters adjacent to Japan. None of the specimens agrees with the descriptions of known species, and they are classi ed into 14 species, 10 of which are described as new species while four remain unnamed because the specimens are heavily damaged.
Materials and Methods
e present specimens were collected with four kinds of gear, ORI net, beam trawls, bottom-net, and sledge net, during scienti c cruises of the RV "Hakuho Maru" and RV "Tansei Maru", both belonging to the Ocean Research Institute, University of Tokyo (now the ships belong to Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and Technology). e ORI net is a conical plankton net with a 160-cm mouth diameter and a ltering part of 1.0-mm mesh; it is usually hauled obliquely in the water column (Omori 1965) . Specimens of Amblyops, however, were caught when the nets accidentally contacted the sea oor, at a much higher rate than expected for ordinary plankton sampling in the water
